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Abstract 
Nowadays, the concept of globalization is well known and connected with many fields. Many  global efforts were made in order 
to improve the life of children from all around the globe but unfortunately the problem of children living or working on the 
streets it’s far for being solved, the children in need are still a significant problem for many undeveloped countries and even for 
Romania. The aim of this article is to analyze the situation of children in need from Romania in the context of the grand reforms 
made after the revolution from 1989 and the impact of the globalization on the social system. In the end, some conclusions and 
solutions are proposed in order to elaborate a global strategy, from an economical, educational, social, psychological and 
architectural point of view in order to improve the quality of life and education for this category of children.  
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1. Introduction 
In 1989 UNICEF estimated the number of children growing in the street to 100 million, 14 years later UNICEF 
estimated the number of street children to over 100 million”. ( Unicef, 2005) 
UNICEF estimates, that in 2013, tens of millions of children live or work on the streets of the great cities of the 
world. Unfortunately the number of these children is continuously growing, being influenced by the growth of the 
population number, by migration and the increase of urbanization. These children are exposed to a large number of 
hazards and abuses, unfortunately those who should protect them become abusers too. Various researchers, 
humanitarian associations and organizations for the children rights found cases in which the police and special 
forces abused or maltreated the children from the streets of the main cities of the world, instead to offer them 
protection. (The State of the World’s Children, 2012) 
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One of the main rights of the child, according to the „ Convention on the Rights of the Child” article 28, is the 
right to education. This right of children is undermined by the inequality and poverty from certain urban areas. It 
was estimated that in the developing countries over 200 million children with the age under 5 years, don’t succeed to 
reach the maximum cognitive potential. In Romania children from poor areas who are exposed to poverty, poor 
feeding and other shortcomings get to quit education at only 12 years old. 
UNICEF estimates the number of children with the ages between 7-18 years worldwide, to over 140 million, 
representing 13 percentages from their total. (Unicef, 2005) In Romania, in 2011, were recorded 400 172 children 
with the age between 3 and 17 years who never attended any type of education. (Insse, 2011) 
UNICEF approximates, to 448 million, the number of children who don’t have access to information (television, 
newspapers, books, radio), thus the education and knowledge process being much held back. (Unicef, 2005) 
According to the reports from UNICEF millions of children from urban space live in extreme poverty and in 
unimaginable conditions. Even since 2003 when UNICEF, with the occasion of conference from Florence 2003 
dedicated to the children rights from urban environment, released the report “Poverty and exclusion among children 
from urban environment”, report achieved by the central research office Inocenti UNICEF (IRC). Even if the 
situation from then (2002) and from now is not at all a good one, various towns from the world started the 
researches in order to find methods to transform the town in a more friendly environment and more appropriate for 
all the children and especially for the children being under risk situations and to create educational, social and 
psychological programs within the context of the current problems and of the globalization. (Unicef) 
2. Why it is important to invest in children?! 
A first argument can be considered the fact that, in the way we form the children of our generation, we influence 
the future of the next generations. Numerous studies were achieved and proved the importance of childhood in the 
formation process of a man.   
Young people and especially children perceive the world through the light of interaction with the environment in 
which they live or carry out their activities, these interactions affecting all the aspects of their development. The 
relationship with environment, society, persons from immediate vicinity (family, people from neighborhood) helps 
them to define their own personality, their future perspectives and their impact on other persons and on 
environment. (Dumitrescu)(Dumitrescu) 
According to Piaget’s theory, the development of children is produced in more stages, each development stage 
having its scheme (a certain quantity of information and knowledge). Taking into account the constructivist 
principles, children are active and not passive beings, who adapt their learning and development process, to the 
environment in which are living. The development is produced based on the balance between the process of 
assimilation of information generated around them and the process of adaptation to the environment they are living. 
Thus children get to learn and discover new things through game, and integrate to the ambient environment through 
the imitation process. Therefore it is very important the influence of parents, environment, town in which these 
children are living, when they are adults, they are going to imitate the behavior seen in childhood. If when they are 
children they imitate the aspects from environment surrounding them, only from the instinct to adapt, when they 
reach maturity they are going to be creators of environments in which other children will develop. If we don’t care 
about the way in which the children of our generation develop we are going to jeopardize the environments of future 
generations too. (Keith) 
The exposure of children in an underdeveloped and poor environment, expose them implicitly to numerous 
trauma  which in their turn increase the probability of arising problems caused by the post-traumatic stress and more 
serious as these trauma occurred in their childhood –their training period. 
Most of the children get to live various traumatic experiences in their childhood, but their frequency and 
persistence is much higher in the case of children who live in the poor areas and slums. From the studies achieved, 
mainly on children from Africa and America, about 70-90%, in the period of their childhood children are exposed to 
a quite large rate of traumatic experiences. (Moely, 2000) 
Predominantly these trauma occur because of the stress factors inside the family: broken families, family 
conflicts, abuses, family violence, absence of a parent (death, detention, or abandonment), but also the maltreatment 
by the family members (parents, grandparents or other older brothers.) 
This type of trauma can be caused by the less legal and moral activities of the parents such as: drugs, alcohol 
consumption, gambling addiction or criminal actions such theft, association in various gangs and even crime but 
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also of the community in which they live (noisy neighborhoods in which by night are heard frequently quarrels, 
screams and even shot guns). (Kiser) 
As well traumatic can be the environment in they are obliged to spend most of the time. Children from slums and 
deprived neighborhoods of the great cities live in proportion of 90% from the time of their childhood in unhealthy 
environments –from houses achieved from improvised materials, until the neighborhood schools which don’t fulfill 
the minimum hygiene and health conditions.  
Often these children get to take the burden of daily worries of their families: care for a sick parent, or care for 
ensuring the food and the elements necessary for survival. 
Other negative effects of the urban environment over children are studied by Gary Evans, psychologist at Cornell 
University. According to his studies, the living environment of the children –and its factors: very high level of noise, 
overcrowding, quality of life in the neighboring environment are  equally important in the development of a child as 
well as the psychological factors (parental affection, a stable home, etc.) (Kopko) 
In the urban environment, children are the most exposed to a few types of noise:-that is produced by (cars or 
airplanes), music or people from the immediate vicinity. The achieved studies showed that the development of these 
children from psychological and cognitive point of view is significantly affected by the above listed environmental 
factors.  
Once exposed to stress, studies show, that about 23-29% between, children develop posttraumatic stress 
symptoms (PTSD), and the percentage can reach even 70% in the case of physically abused children. (Stabb, 1996) 
These children get to be overwhelmed by feelings such: loneliness, depression, anger, unhappiness, lose confidence 
in family and society, presenting a mental and emotional imbalance, resigning themselves with an average living, 
without having expectations and belief in a better future. (Krishnakumar, 1998) 
Another argument which can be laid down in favor of the investment in children with social problems is stated by 
Jan Vandemoortele. Henry George- an economist who ran for New-York town hall more than 100 years ago noticed 
that (“the association of poverty with progress is the great enigma of our times”- George, 1882). Even if worldwide 
in terms of human society development, the main solution, to the poverty reduction, is the economic development.  
Jan Vandemoortele, in his work, raises the hypothesis of the settlement of this problem for the future, investing in 
the nowadays children. It is demonstrated that in the process of poverty reduction is necessary more than economic 
increase. The overall economic situation in recent years is not at all optimistic, and we cannot expect the economic 
increase, which fails to appear, in order to solve the problem of poverty. The search of alternative solutions in the 
current economic context is necessary. The whole world is facing an economic crisis occurred in Thailand in 
1997/1998, in Argentina in 2002 and in the United States and Europe later in 2008, having devastating effects on 
development and an increasingly growth of the global poverty and hence in the lives of children. (Poverty) 
The poor parents raise children in poverty and shortcomings, children in their turn will have children who will 
develop and grow under the same conditions. The key to this vicious circle is by breaking it by taking a special care 
to this generation of children.  The poverty conditions, shortcomings and the unhealthy environment in which live a 
significant proportion of children worldwide (mainly in Asia and Africa) result in underdeveloped teenagers and 
young people, with different malformations and diseases, and most often uneducated and without a profession or a 
job. The shortcomings from childhood have catastrophic and long-term effects over children, decreasing their 
intellectual and physical capacity. These effects cannot be repaired subsequently in life only in a few cases and then 
have much higher costs than would be necessary to prevent their occurrence.  
The poverty in which grow millions of children around the globe is not only immoral, illegal (according to the 
rights of the Convention on the Rights of the Child), and unethical, but they in their turn transmit this poverty to the 
future generations of children. The investment in the health, education of children being under such risk situations is 
not only an ethical, moral, economic but also political thing, these children representing the foundation for future 
generations. 
Treating the four arguments of Jan Vandermoortele, from his work: legal, economic, moral and political we 
realize that they can be strongly supported and justified. (Poverty) 
 
2.1 The four arguments for the need of investment in children being under risk situations  
 
x Political argument- According to all the above mentioned, the investments in development and helping 
these children in special situations, represents a political strategy not only at local but also at global level for the 
reduction of poverty and of the social conditions for the future generations.  
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x Legal argument-is sustained by the „Convention on the Rights of the Child” which advocates for the state 
to offer the maximum of its resources to ensure the access to health, education and resources necessary for a 
healthy development of the child.  
x Moral argument – It is very sad to see children at early ages living in misery and in an environment full of 
violence, without a chance for a better future, being the victims of the errors made by adults (most of the times 
of the parents) 
x Economic argument- As long as a child develops better and reaches his maximum potential, his capacity to 
contribute to the welfare and economic growth of the area in which he lives, increases significantly.  
 
Fig. 1. The child and the built environment 
3. Educational, Urban, Political and Economic Strategies for the Improvement of the Life of Children from 
the Urban Environment 
„Unite for children- UNICEF- Children in an urban world” program proposes several points that should be 
considered in order to try to solve the above mentioned problems.  
1) Understanding the extent of the poverty and social exclusion phenomenon and the way in 
which these factors affect children. –The achievement of studies  are necessary in order to know exactly 
which is the actual number of children from the marginalized areas and to what extent  are respected their 
rights regarding the right to medical facilities, education, protection and development.   
2) A better understanding of the determining elements of social exclusion in order to achieve 
the social inclusion.-Poverty, discrimination and lack of documents, of registration of the newborn 
children lead to social exclusion.  
3) Paying special attention to priorities and special needs of children in the process of elaboration 
of urban, making efforts for the poverty reduction. The improvised dwellings which cannot be considered 
homes and environments appropriate for the development of children are accepted and tolerated too easily. 
It is necessary to make further efforts to protect the disadvantaged children by the risk of traffic, abuse, 
drugs, etc. 
4) Making partnerships between the poor urban space and the state institutions. This method 
had numerous beneficial effects especially over young people and children but over community too. 
5) Making a global strategy in order to obtain improvements and a sustainable development in 
the children’s rights field. (The State of the World’s Children, 2012) 
It is necessary to make global partnerships both between the leaders of different countries, but also between 
various governmental or non-governmental organizations in order to succeed together to gather all the determining 
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factors and to try to formulate a sustainable and interconnected strategy which are supported in all the world 
countries, of course adapted to the needs of each of them. An argument for the need of such a strategy is the 
example of Romania and France. Since 2007 increasingly more poor families with children from Romania migrated 
in France, becoming a real problem for the French government. Most of the children were forced to work or to beg 
and were living in improvised dwellings from the outskirts of great cities from France. Thus the problem of 
disadvantaged children implicitly affected a new state. To solve the problem of these children is necessary an 
European or even global strategy in order to prevent the occurrence of similar situations.  
In almost all cities from Romania, the facilities dedicated to children are organized in the central area, from the 
desire to be as efficient and accessible as possible. For example, in Timisoara, all the centers dedicated to the child 
(Cildren’s Palace, School of popular arts, Children’s park), are located in the central part of the town.  
4. Conclusions 
In order to succeed the development of suburbs of the city must be created urban strategies to attract people and 
investors. If children from poor neighborhoods cannot reach the centers from the central area, we can bring the other 
children to them, by creating larger centers, with educational and recreational activities in the underdeveloped 
neighborhoods of the cities. By proposing centers for children and young people in these underdeveloped areas, we 
give a chance to the children from these neighborhoods and more space to play for the other children, thus achieving 
the interaction between various social categories and allowing a sustainable development of these neighborhoods. 
The strategy to reduce the social exclusion and racism starting from the youngest segment of population namely the 
children is very popular. 
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